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2008 Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC        Homebrew Competition 
RULES & REGULATIONS
The Competition at a Glance

  The Thomas Hooker Brewing Company is proud to announce the 1st annual “SO YOU THINK YOU CAN BREW” CT home brew contest.  The awards ceremony and brewfest will be held on September 28th at the Wadsworth Mansion at Long Hill Estate, in Middletown CT.   

http://www.wadsworthmansion.com/

   A portion of the proceeds will benefit THE VILLAGE FOR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN, www.villageforchildren.org -  Founded in 1809, THE VILLAGE provides many valuable community services.  In addition to providing homes for neglected children, THE VILLAGE provides programs designed to help build a community of strong happy families who protect and nurture children.  

   The competition will be judged by BJCP (Beer Judge Certification Program) certified judges, and professional brewers who have donated their valuable time.   A BJCP style judging will be conducted previous to the “People’s Choice” competition. Winners of both competitions will be announced at the brewfest. 

   The competition organizers promise a professionally run competition with feedback for all entries.  Brewers will receive comments on their beers from official BJCP score sheets filled out by the judges recognized by the BJCP and professional brewers who have volunteered their valuable time.   

AWARDS / PRIZES - There will be 3 prizes awarded at the competition:

· Grand Prize - $1,500, 20 cases of the winning brew, and the opportunity to assist in brewing and bottling a 20bbl batch of the winning entry at Thomas Hooker Brewing Company.  The winning beer will also be distributed, and sold through select retailers throughout the state.  

· Runner-up - $500 and free entry to next years contest.

· People’s Choice Award - $1000 during the event on the September 28th, all attendees will be given a score card on which they will vote for their favorite beer.  The beer receiving the most votes will be crowned “People’s Choice Winner”.   Keep in mind, “Marketing” your beer to attendees is often part of winning a peoples choice award, so be CREATIVE, and have some fun. 

PART I – How to Enter This Competition.

1. 
How to enter?
(a) Log on to www.hookerbeer.com and follow the on-screen entry instruction to complete the electronic entry form or print and fill out the entry form (the last page of the Rules and Regulations, or download from www.hookerbeer.com). For complete instructions on filling out the entry form, see Part II.

(b) Entrants who complete the electronic entry form will receive a confirmation email and customized Bottle Identification Forms. Paper (offline) entrants should download and print Bottle Entry Forms and follow shipping / drop off instructions in Section 1(e). 

(c) Attach identification labels with a rubber band on the barrel section of the each bottle (not the neck), accompanied by the entry form. Your entry will be disqualified if you use glue or tape to secure the forms to the bottles.

(d) Pack your bottles carefully. (See Part III, Section G)

(e) Ship or drop off your entries to Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC, 16 Tobey Road, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Upon receipt of submissions, we will email entrants an acknowledgement of receipt. 

PLEASE DO NOT SHIP YOUR ENTRIES VIA THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE.
Drop Off Locations:

Thomas Hooker Brewing Company

16 Tobey Road
Bloomfield, CT 

860-242-3111
Zok’s Home Brew Shop

18 North Street

Willimantic, CT

860-456-7704  

The Cork Fine Wines

1597 East Main Street

Torrington, CT
860-496-0400
Amity wine

3300 Whitney Ave

Hamden CT. 06518

203-248-6699

Amity wine

95 Amity Rd

New haven CT. 06515

203-397-9463

Coastal wine

103 north main st.

Branford ct 06405

203-481-9400

2. 
Which category should I enter?
The choice is yours. Enter your brew in the category and subcategory where you feel your beer will best perform. Judges or organizers will not classify or reclassify your entry. If your beer falls outside of the category’s guidelines, it will not be disqualified, but it may not be judged highly. The Competition uses the 2004 Beer Judges Certification Program Style Guidelines. A downloadable version of the complete style descriptions is available at http://www.bjcp.org/styles04/. Please note this competition only includes style numbers 1 to 23.
3. 
What type of bottles are required?
Bottles must be 10 to 14 ounces in volume, brown or green glass, and free of any labels. Obliterate any lettering or graphics on the cap with a permanent black marker. Bottles with Grolsch-type swing tops are allowed with organizers approval. Bottles not meeting these requirements will be disqualified. 

4. 
How many bottles should I send?
Send three (3) bottles for your entry, and KEEP THE REST OF THE SAME BATCH OF BEER YOU ARE SENDING US (4 TO 5 GALLONS).   If you are chosen as one of the top 25 entrants, you will have the chance to sample fest goers and be eligible to win the $1,000 “PEOPLES CHOICE AWARD”.   If chosen as one of the top 25 entrants, you can make your beer available in any type or size bottle, container, or kegged for serving on the day of the fest.  NOTE: you will be the one serving at the final event, so be creative in “marketing” your beer to make it stand out.  HAVE FUN ! 

5. 
What is the entry fee?
The Entry Fee is $50.00. Checks should be made payable to Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC.   Remember brewers, this is a worthwhile benefit. Though the entry fee is more than a conventional beer competition, you will have a chance of winning a big cash prizes, and bragging rights for years.

6. 
When is the entry deadline?
The (3) three bottles of your brew along with the entry form must be received by Saturday, September 13th, 5:00 p.m. at one of the approved drop off locations.  

7. 
Are there entry limitations?
(a) Homebrew means home. Your homebrew must not be brewed at a place that brews beverages for commercial purposes, whether for commercial research, production or any other purpose, including brewpubs and other brew-on-premise establishments. 

(b) You must give the name of any and all individuals who helped in the development of the recipe or brewing process under “Co-brewer” on your entry form. 

(c) Should your homebrew be selected as the First Place Winner, you and your Co-Brewer (if applicable) must assign any and all patent and intellectual property rights in your brew to Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC if requested. 

PART II – Instructions for Completing the Entry Form.

Entry Form Section 1: Brewers Information
   Please print clearly or type. In Item A. fill in the name of the brewer who is responsible for receiving mailings and results (for entrants with the same last name, you can enter multiple first names in Item A). In Item B. fill in the full names of all other brewers who participated in brewing the entry. In Items C. through E. fill in the contact information where mailings and results should be sent. Please include your mailing address and email address.

Entry Form Section 2: Entry Information
   Item G.: enter the name you’ve given your entry if your entry has a name (this is an option step). Item H.: write out the full name of the category and subcategory you are entering. Please be sure to use the Style Guide included in the Rules. Items I. and J.: write the category number and subcategory letter you are entering.

Important information for Item L.

   If you enter category 6D, 16E, 17F, 20, 21, 22B, 22C, 23 please provide the style and/or unique ingredients or process in accordance with the 2004 BJCP Style Guidelines category descriptions for Item L. A downloadable version of the complete style descriptions is available at http://www.bjcp.org/styles04/ LEAVE ITEM L. BLANK IF YOU HAVE NOT ENTERED THE ABOVE CATEGORIES. The information in Item L. is necessary for accurate judging of entries in these categories. Please include brand names for the ingredients you use. Do not use geographical names that might indicate the origin or identity of the brewer. For example, if you used Vermont Maple Syrup, only enter maple syrup.  

Brewer’s Pledge and Awards.

A. 
General.
   This competition is open to non-professional homebrewers who are residents of the United States. You must be 21 years of age or older to enter the Competition. 

   Each entrant will be considered an individual entrant even if several names appear on the registration form. Employees of Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC, Coastal Wine & Spirits Co., or their parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, agencies, consultants, or vendors and their immediate family members may not enter. 

   It is the sole responsibility of the entrant to complete all registration forms and designate the category and subcategory in which she/he wishes each entry to be judged. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL REGISTRARS, JUDGES OR DIRECTORS CATEGORIZE OR RE-CATEGORIZE ENTRIES.

   Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC reserves the right to change these rules in order to, in its sole discretion, secure the proper administration of the Competition.

B. 
Awards and Prizes.

1.
One First Place Winner, and One Runner Up Winner shall be chosen by the judges.  In addition, a “Peoples’ Choice” winner will be chosen by attendees at the awards ceremony on September 28th.  

2. The First Place Winner will be awarded $1,500, and will be awarded 10 cases of the final beer brewed by Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC. Also, the First Place Winner will assist in brewing the winning beer at Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC. In the event Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC is not able to produce any of the beers selected, Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC reserves the right to select alternate beers from the remaining 2008 finalists. 
3. The Runner UP  winners will be awarded $500 and free entry at next years Competition.
4. The Peoples’ Choice Winner will be awarded $1,000 and free entry to next year’s Competition.
C. Brewing of First Place Winner’s Beer.

     Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC will reproduce, as faithful as possible to the original recipe, on a professional scale with the help of the homebrewer, the beer awarded First Place. Alternatively, if the First Place Winner’s beer not able to be produced by Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC, as determined in the sole discretion of Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC, Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC reserves the right to select alternate beers from the remaining 2008 finalists. If your beer is chosen to be brewed, you agree to disclose your complete recipe to Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC and grant Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC all commercial and intellectual property rights to your winning beer, subject only to your right to receive the prizes and awards set froth above. 

D.
Judging.
   Judging of the entries will be done by judges from the Beer Judge Certification Program and the Brewers of Thomas Hooker Ales and Lagers. All decisions by the judges and Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC are final. 

E. 
Beer Criteria.
    Please use the following general guidelines when designing your recipe to ensure the best results in duplicating your beer, should your recipe be awarded First Place.

Lager:
OG Range: 11.8 – 20 ºP (1.044 -1.090)

Fermentation Temperature: 53 - 60ºF

Ale:
OG Range: 11.8 – 16.5 ºP (1.044 -1.068)

Fermentation Temperature: 65 - 70 ºF

F. 
Information Requirement.
    Name of primary brewer, address, phone number, email address, names of co-brewers, if applicable, category and subcategory, must accompany entries when submitted. No entries will be returned whether received late or otherwise. All entries become property of Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC upon submission.

F. 
Disqualifications.
      At the discretion of Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC, entries will be disqualified for eligibility or entry requirement infractions.

G.
Packing and Shipping.
    Carefully pack your entry in a sturdy box. Line the inside of your carton with a plastic trash bag. Partition and pack each bottle with adequate packaging material. Do not over pack! Your package should weigh less than 25 pounds. Every reasonable effort will be made to contact entrants whose bottles have been broken to make arrangements for sending replacement bottles. Please refrain from using packing “peanuts” if possible. Use bubble wrap instead. Refer to the article on “How to Pack Your Beer,” in Zymurgy Spring 1991 (Vol. 14, No. 1) for excellent advice on how to save time, money and avoid broken bottles. Also, refer to an article about entering competitions in Zymurgy Spring 1996 (Vol. 19, No. 1). It is not against any federal laws to ship your entries via a privately owned shipping company for analytical purposes. However, IT IS ILLEGAL TO SHIP ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES VIA THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE. Private shipping carrier’s rules and regulations concerning the shipment of beer or alcoholic beverages vary. Please be sure to check with your shipping carrier prior to shipping your entry. It is solely the entrant’s responsibility to follow all applicable laws and regulations. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
“Why do the bottles have to be between 10 and 14 ounces?”

Organizing many of bottles of beer is no easy task. If the bottles are of a wide range of sizes, it makes a tough job even harder. Bottles outside the 10 to 14 ounce range will be disqualified. 

“Why do the bottles have to be plain and unmarked?”

So that there is no possibility of undue influence upon the judging panels. Marked or labeled bottles will be disqualified. 

“Why is it $150 to enter ?”
New Entry Fee $50
We have heard you concerns and thank you for your feedback.  We’ve lowered the entry to $50 and we hope you’ll join us now in the contest, we think it’s going to be a great event.

“Can we photocopy the entry form for friends?”

Yes. JUST MAKE SURE BOTH PAGES OF THE FORM ARE COPIED.

“What category/subcategory should I enter my beer under?”

That is a question we cannot answer, primarily because we have not tasted your beer. Categorization is the sole duty of the entrant. 

“If I am listed as a co-brewer on someone else’s entry, can I still send in my own?”

Yes. Being listed as a co-brewer on someone else’s entry DOES NOT count as your own personal entry. 

“Can I deliver my beer in person to drop-off sites?”

Yes. See your confirmation email for drop-off address.

“If I send my entry in a reusable carton will it be returned to me?”

No.

“Where can I find the 2004 Beer Judges Certification Program Style Guidelines?”
A downloadable version of the complete style descriptions is available at http://www.bjcp.org/styles04/ 

“Will scores sheets be returned?”
Yes, BJCP score sheets will be sent either via USPS, for those who are not in the final four, by October 15, 2008.

“How will I know who the winners are?”
All Winners will be announced at the reception held by Thomas Hooker Brewing Company, LLC in connection with the Competition. Winners may also be notified in advance. 

If after reading the above, as well as the entire rules and regulations packet, you still have questions about the competition or the website, please email: info@thomashookerbeer.com 

If you have question about homebrewing in general, please contact the American Homebrewer Association: info@brewersassociation.org, or www.beertown.org
